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MESSAGES 
 

 Main Message: Our Kids Can’t Wait  

 Our students get just one chance at a high quality education 

 Kentucky has raised the expectations for student performance 

 Funding to support student achievement continues to decline 
 

The Bottom Line: 

 The future of our children and of our state requires more P12 funding 
 

Specific messages for your community: 

 Using KEAT’s general messages, frame your message based on local 
data, needs and information. Pick three points of emphasis for your local 
communications: For example the need for local taxes because of state 
reductions; expenditures deferred; programs closed; negative classroom 
impacts that have happened or are being considered. 
 

 What local data or information could be used? Develop local data points 
such as: 
 Specific impacts of state funding reductions, either district wide or 

for single school 
 Identify cuts made at district level to compensation for state cuts 
 How much have local tax rates been raised since 2008-09 

 
 

 
THINGS TO CONSIDER BEFORE LAUNCHING A LOCAL CAMPAIGN: 
 

 What are the most effective strategies for communicating with the public in your 
community? 

o Community meetings 
o Letters to the editor; who should sign, one or more community leaders 
o Meetings with local media including editorial boards 
o Local school board, PTA, or other group resolutions (examples included) 



 Who knows local legislators and what is the most effective strategy for reaching 
them? 

o Face-to-face visits 
o Letters 
o Phone calls 

 
 

EXAMPLES OF LOCAL ACTIONS  
 

 Identify speaking venues for KEAT reps or local leaders such as local board 
meetings, Chamber of Commerce, civic or other public meetings 
 

 Host a community meeting 
 

 Recruit 1-2 well-spoken high school students to be part of “the face and voice” on 
funding 
 

 Submit letters to the editor from different perspectives-- superintendent, 
principal, teacher, student, parent, business and civic leaders 
 

 Join with KEA’s “Raise Your Hand” campaign 
 

 Ask your local board to pass a resolution to be sent to local legislators (sample 
included) 
 

 Recruit and schedule teams of superintendent, board, administrator, teacher, 
parent community leaders to meet with legislators 
 

 Team members attend legislators’ public pre-session meetings, leave voice 
messages, e-mail or write letters 

 
KEAT MEMBER ACTIONS JANUARY – APRIL 
 

 Contact legislators during the session – calls, e-mails, letters, visits 
 Submit letters to the editor to local papers 
 Visit legislators in Frankfort 
 Host community meetings 

 
 

TOOLKIT INCLUDES:  
1) Talking points  
1) Sample letter to the editor 
2) Sample letter to legislators 
3) Sample school board resolution 
4) Legislative Research Commission “Who’s My Legislator?”  



Sample letter to legislators 
 
Date 

 
The Honorable Representative (insert title and name of your state representative) 
The Honorable Senator (insert title and name of your state senator) 
Capitol Annex 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
 
Dear Sen. (insert last name) and Rep. (insert last name): 
 
 First of all, we want to thank you for your service to our community. We know that you are committed 
to improving the lives of the people of Kentucky through quality services, thoughtful laws and regulations and 
visionary leadership from Frankfort. 
 
 In (my/our role/roles) working for the children in the [insert school district(s) name(s)], I/we want to 
take this opportunity to encourage you to find additional revenues to support progress of teaching and learning 
in our classrooms. 
 
 Our school district(s) face(s) a real danger of educational excellence put in serious jeopardy because of 
several years of demands for more rigorous academic achievement accompanied by reductions in the state 
financial support to achieve that goal.  This is not just about SEEK per pupil; it also impacts teacher training, 
afterschool programs, technological tools, safety and security of buildings and campuses. 
 
 We fully comprehend the fiscal challenges our state and its taxpayers face.  And thus we know the 
difficulties of decisions and choices left to our state legislators. However, we also know a simple truth: 
 
 Our kids can’t wait. 
 
 Our students have one shot at a quality education, and some of our elementary students have never 
seen a new textbook funded by the state. While Kentucky raised academic expectations through Senate Bill 1 in 
2009, almost simultaneously the financial resources to meet those targets have declined.  The future of our 
students and of the state itself depends on a well-educated population, and that requires a well-funded public 
education system. 

 
We are committed to supporting legislative actions to put more money into our schools. We earnestly 

ask that you and your colleagues find ways to make this happen in 2014. 
 
Respectfully, 
(insert names, titles and addresses) 
  



 

Sample letter to the editor 
 
To the editor: 
 
I/we want to raise readers’ awareness of a critical issue facing our legislators: new school funds to match the 
higher expectations for our students and our educators. 
 
The students and staff of our (insert district name) Schools have undergone significant challenges in recent 
years, primarily new federal mandates of the No Child Left Behind law and transition to a new state assessment 
system required by Senate Bill 1. These changes have introduced greater academic rigor in teaching and 
learning. And our students and teachers have responded with test results lifting Kentucky up on several national 
scholastic yardsticks. 
 
But the reality is that these activities have occurred during a period of reduced financial support from Frankfort 
and Washington, D.C.  Mandates have grown, but money for teacher training and salaries, textbooks and 
computers, aid to struggling students and tools to make our schools safer has declined. 
 
We/I invite our/my neighbors to help send our state leaders a simple message: Our kids can’t wait. 
 
A student has one chance to obtain a quality education. Some elementary students have never seen a new 
textbook funded by the state. (OR INSERT LOCAL EXAMPLE OF STATE FUNDING REDUCTION IMPACT). The future 
of our students and of the state itself depends on a well-educated population, and that requires a well-funded 
public education system. 
 
Please join us/me and contact (INSERT local legislators’ titles and names) and ask them to make a commitment 
to find the necessary funding to keep our students moving forward to the future every child in Kentucky 
deserves. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
(INSERT NAME, ADDRESS AND PHONE NUMBER – for confirmation of submission) 
 
  



Draft of general board resolution on funding 
 
To all whom these presents shall come: 
 
WHEREAS, an excellent public school system is vital to the quality of life in the Commonwealth of Kentucky and 
fundamental to preserving a strong democratic society both now and in the future; and 
 
WHEREAS, upon passage of Senate Bill 1 (now called Unbridled Learning) the members of the Kentucky General 
Assembly and Governor Steve Beshear committed that Kentucky’s students would have the tools they need to 
compete in a global society; and 
 
WHEREAS, federal funding cuts, most commonly called “sequestration,” has jeopardized services to Kentucky’s 
most vulnerable students, including impoverished and special needs students.   
 
WHEREAS, the unfunded mandates continue to increase, putting additional stress and responsibilities on 
teachers and administrators working to ensure that students continue on their path to becoming college and 
career ready; and 
 
WHEREAS, The Kentucky General Assembly and Governor Steve Beshear made a commitment to Kentucky’s 
students to fully fund the mandates of Unbridled Learning, and the lack of funding puts at risk the law’s goals 
and jeopardizes the future success of our students; and 
 
WHEREAS, the lack of adequate funding has caused the Kentucky school districts across the Commonwealth to 
make significant cuts to their budgets, including both personnel and programs, and compelled school boards to 
increase property taxes so their districts can continue to operate and serve the students, who are the future of 
the Commonwealth; and 
 
WHEREAS, school districts are doing more with less, demonstrated by Education Week’s Quality Counts report, 
which placed Kentucky among the top 10 states overall in education policy and performance, but at the same 
time gave Kentucky a grade of F in the spending category. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, we the members of the [insert name of your board], do challenge the members of the 
Kentucky General Assembly and Governor Steve Beshear to take action, including raising revenues if necessary, 
to put the students of the Commonwealth of Kentucky first, investing in their future and fully funding their 
educational needs so that Kentucky’s public education system can ensure that they are college and career ready. 
We are also willing to collaborate and support legislators in the pursuit of more funding for public education.   
 
 
_______________________      __________________ 
Name         Date 
_______________________      __________________ 
Name         Date 
_______________________      __________________ 
Name         Date 
_______________________      __________________ 
Name         Date 
_______________________      __________________ 
Name         Date 
_______________________      __________________ 
Name         Date 



Find your legislator:  
 

Alphabetically 
By District  
By County   
   

Kentucky Legislature Phone Numbers 
   
  To Leave a Message for Your Legislator: 1-800-372-7181 
  To Speak to Your Legislator:    1-502-564-8100 & ask for your Legislator 
 

 

  
  

WHO’S MY LEGISLATOR 

http://www.lrc.ky.gov/Legislators.htm 

http://www.lrc.ky.gov/Legislators.htm


Sample news release 
 
Local education groups team up, call for more K-12 funding in 2014-16 state budget 
 
(INSERT DATE) – A coalition of (INSERT DISTRICT OR COMMUNITY NAME) organizations are collaborating to build 
community support for Gov. Steve Beshear and the General Assembly to increase school funding as they craft 
the 2014-16 state budget. 
 
Representatives of the (INSERT NAMES OF GROUPS) have agreed to work throughout the 2014 legislative 
session to educate community members on the effects of state funding cuts of the past five years, and to 
encourage them to urge leaders in Frankfort to put new revenues into the classroom. 
 
“A student has just one chance to get a quality education,” said (INSERT NAME AND TITLE OF ONE GROUP 
REPRESENTATIVE. “Simply put, Our kids can’t wait.” 
 
Among the state-funded programs that have seen reductions (and no funding restoration) in recent years are: 

 Per pupil spending (state SEEK) 

 Teacher training 

 Technology 

 Textbooks 

 Preschool programs 

 Afterschool aid to struggling students 
 

“These cuts have happened even as the federal No Child Left Behind and state Senate Bill 1 education reform 
laws have pushed our students and educators into the most massive changes in teaching and learning since the 
Kentucky Education Reform Act of 1990,” said (INSERT SECOND GROUP REPRESENTATIVE OR LAST NAME OF 
ORIGINAL PERSON QUOTED).  “Elementary and secondary education in our state is progressing, but that 
progress carries a cost in dollars and cents.” 
 
Coalition members plan to seek opportunities to address local civic groups, speak at public meetings and 
generally urge other local citizens to communicate their support for more school funding to (INSERT NAMES OF 
LOCAL STATE REPRESENTATIVE AND SENATOR) in the 2014 budget. 
 
Any community group wishing to schedule a presentation on school funding is encouraged to contact (INSERT 
NAME AND PHONE NUMBER). 

 

 

  



OUR KIDS CAN’T WAIT 
 

Our students get just one chance at a  
high quality education 

 
Kentucky has raised the expectations  

for student performance 
 

Funding to support student 
achievement continues to decline 

 
 

THE BOTTOM LINE 
 

The future of our children and of our 
state requires more P12 funding 


