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Common Core State Standards 

The world is a more demanding place today than ever before. Today’s students compete for 
colleges and jobs not only with peers from their communities, but with students from across the 
country and around the world. As colleges and employers expect more, we all have a role to 
play in making sure students have the knowledge and skills that they need to succeed. That’s 
where the Common Core State Standards come into play.  
 
What is the Common Core? 
The Common Core is a set of clear, consistent guidelines 
for what students should know and be able to do at each 
grade level in mathematics and English Language Arts. The 
standards set clear benchmarks to ensure students are 
prepared for success after graduation.  
 
The Common Core was developed by teachers, parents 
and other experts. Each state made its own decision on 
whether to adopt the standards using the state’s existing 
process. Forty-five states and the District of Columbia are 
implementing the Common Core.  
 
Why Does the Common Core Matter? 
The Common Core structures education around the core skills that students need to succeed in 
college and career. They provide teachers, parents, and students with a shared understanding 
of the knowledge that students need to master at each grade level in English language arts and 
mathematics. The standards set clear goals for students and teachers, rather then telling 
teachers how or what to teach. By setting these consistent, high goals for students, the 
Common Core helps ensure all students receive a quality education and are on a path to 
success, regardless of where their family lives or how often they move.  
 
Measuring Success Through Common Core 
The implementation of the Common Core and the creation of high quality assessments 
provide an unprecedented opportunity to help all students while also strengthening the long-
term economy. The new assessments will set a realistic baseline that enables teachers, 
parents and all of us to know where students stand on their path to success. 
 
The Common Core is Preparing Students for College and Career 
In 2011, Kentucky became the first state to begin using the Common Core. By 2012, the 
percent of Kentucky high school graduates ready for college and career increased from 
38 percent to 47 percent in a single year, and in 2013 it hit 54 percent.1  

 
Teachers Support the Common Core 
For all of these reasons, there is wide support for the 
standards, including from teachers. Almost two thirds (61 
percent) of teachers approve of their state’s adoption of 

                                                           
1 Kentucky Department of Education. “Kentucky School Report Card.” 
http://applications.education.ky.gov/src/DeliveryTargetByState.aspx 

“The absolutely most important 
thing about Common Core is it 
empowers teachers.” 

- Kaycee Eckhardt, Teacher 
Support & Development 

   New Orleans, LA 

“Gone are the days when 
teachers stand at the front of the 
class. They now challenge 
students to find multiple ways to 
solve one problem. Our students 
have had to learn to not give up; 
to try many different methods; to 
learn from others’ ideas.” 

- Anne Keith, Middle 
School Math Teacher, 
Montana 
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the Common Core2, and 73 percent are enthusiastic about implementation in their classrooms.3 
 
While their support is broad, teachers also say that they need the right supports to ensure 
students succeed, including time to collaborate with their colleagues and professional 
development opportunities.  
 
What We’re Doing to Support Teachers and the Common Core 
The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation is investing in the development of innovative tools to 
support teachers who are doing the hard work of implementing the Common Core in their 
classrooms. These tools like the Literacy Design Collaborative and the Math Design 
Collaborative provide teachers with resources to effectively implement the standards in their 
classrooms. No one knows teaching like teachers, and we continue to work directly with 
teachers to develop, design, field test, and refine these tools so that all teachers have the 
support they need, and all students graduate ready for success. 
 
For more information on the Common Core State Standards, visit www.corestandards.org.  

                                                           
2 Hart Research Associates/The Winston Group Common Core Study (February/March 2014) 
3 Scholastic and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. Primary Sources: America’s Teachers on Teaching in an Era of Change. 
Results from an online survey of 20,157 public school teachers, conducted July 1-22, 2013, by Harrison Group. 
www.scholastic.com/primarysources. 
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