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2023 prichard committee annual report

We are honored to present the Prich-
ard Committee for Academic Excel-
lence’s 2023 Annual Report. We hope as 
you read it you will celebrate all we have 
accomplished together. As leaders of the 
organization, it is exciting to reflect on 
the achievements, challenges, and im-
pact the Prichard Committee has had on 
educational opportunity and attainment 
in the commonwealth. 

Most notably, the Prichard Commit-
tee was awarded a 5-year $47 million 
grant from the United States Depart-
ment of Education, which has allowed 
us to embark on an exciting new chap-
ter through the Kentucky Community 
Schools Initiative (KCSI). These funds will 
have direct local impact; $30 million of 
the total award will go to communities 
and schools with the goal of improved 
education outcomes for students while in 
school and after high school graduation.

Total Assets 
$5,601,718
Total Current Assets 
$5,402,889
Total Property & 
Equipment 
$198,829
Total Current  
Liabilities 
$286,009
Total Current  
Liabilities & Capital 
$5,601,718
 

2023 FINANCIAL SUMMARY
Revenue 
$3,884,133
Grants & Contracts 
$3,080,589
Contributions 
$146,659
Interest & Dividends 
$50,013
Misc. 
$74,239
Unrealized & Realized 
Gains on Investments 
$532,633
 

Expenses 
$3,099,458
Programs 
$2,671,212
Fundraising 
$154,973
Management &  
General 
$273,273
 

This model cham-
pions collaborative 
leadership over iso-
lation, shifting from 
merely doing “to” 
families and com-
munities to actively 
listening and work-
ing “with” them. It is 
about more than just 
implementing poli-
cies and programs; 
it is about people—
parents, teachers, 
students, and neigh-
bors—collectively 
shaping the future 
for our youngest 
learners and posi-
tioning themselves 
as the architects of 
transformation in 
Kentucky’s educational landscape. 

The Prichard Committee now houses 
the Center for Best Practice and Inno-
vation and the Kentucky Collaborative 

for Families and Schools. This structure 
was thoughtfully designed to bring local 
expertise together with data and research 
to position Kentucky as a beacon of 
leadership in education. This integrated 
approach is necessary to not just regain 
but surpass the educational losses we have 
experienced, both before and after the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The Prichard Committee is resolute, 
nonpartisan, and always grounded in 
strategies that have solid evidence backing 
them. Its strength lies in relentless innova-
tion, collaboration, and in each of you. 

Together, we faced the challenges with 
the same tenacity that has carried the 
Prichard Committee for 40 years and to-
gether we can build a Big Bold Future.

Thank you,

W. Clay H. Ford, Board Chair 
    The Prichard Committee for  
   Academic Excellence

Brigitte Blom, President/CEO 
   The Prichard Committee for  
   Academic Excellence 

BUILDING A BIG 
BOLD FUTURE, 

TOGETHER

Note: Unaudited 
numbers as of 
2/12/2024.



REACH US

2285 Executive Dr., Suite 120
Lexington, KY 40505

(859) 233-9849

@prichardcommittee

@PrichardCom

facebook.com/ 
 prichardcommittee

admin@prichard 
committee.org

www.prichardcommittee.org

PRICHARD COMMITTEE STAFF

Brigitte Blom
President/CEO 

Melody Brooks
Director of Finance & HR  

KATHERINE ‘SZE MAN’ 
ROBERSHAW 
Director of Evaluation 
and Research

BENJAMIN GIES 
Director of Early Child-
hood Policy and Practice

DELANEY STEPHENS 
Director of Policy 
Meaningful Diplomas

STACIE MOSES 
Community Schools  
State Coach

ANDREA PIKE-GOFF 
Community Schools  
State Coach

ANDREA MCKEEHAN 
Community Schools  
State Coach

GRACE MCKENZIE 
Family Friendly  
Schools Director

KERIC SEALS
Community Schools  
State Coach

LAURA BEARD
Director for the  
Commonwealth Institute 
for Parent Leadership

JAMIE GIVENS 
Grants & Finance  
Associate

TRAVIS MARCUM 
Senior Director of  
Community Schools

KIRSTEN LACHANCE 
Brand and  
Content Strategist

KHATIRAH MALIK 
Community Schools  
State Coach

RINA GRATZ 
Director of Early Childhood 
and Primary Education 
Policy and Practice

MISTY BACK 
Marketing &  
Communications Manager

TINA WEI SMITH 
Sr. Policy Manager

SHAWN LYONS
VP & Director,  
Philanthropy

MICHAEL CALLAN
Director of Policy  
Research

SPENCER CRAWFORD 
Policy Manager

Todd Baldwin
Vice-President & Director of 
the Center for Best Practice 
and Innovation 

Brooke Gill
VP & Director, Collaborative for 
Families and Schools

Courtney Daniel
Chief of Communications & 
External Affairs  

Suzetta Creech
Director of Development 
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DIFFERENT 
WAYS TO 
SHOW UP

COMMITMENT OVER TIME

I think everyone should 
consider the different ways they 
can show up for the causes 
they care about, including and 
beyond financial contribution. 

I appreciate the 
infrastructure role that the 
Prichard Committee plays in 
identifying, surfacing, analyzing, 
and communicating about 
issues facing our public schools. 
It’s not free. Small support from 
thousands of Kentuckians is 
needed to fund and sustain that 
infrastructure, providing the 
foundation for a conversation 
about improving Kentucky’s 
public schools. 

While I can’t always give my 
time or expertise to support 
the committee’s work, my 
small monthly donation — 
the cost of packing instead 
of buying lunch one day — is 
my way of supporting the 
Prichard Committee’s important 
mission. I donate because I’m 
thankful for the role it plays 
in strengthening our public 
schools.

The Prichard Committee 
has stayed on the mission 
of improving education in 
Kentucky, and they don’t go off 
on tangents. It has found a way 
to keep the doors open with 
perseverance — moving ahead 
and doing whatever it takes. My 
token contribution is a help in 
that direction. 

I try to look at organizations 
that can make a difference and 
show commitment over time. 

The Prichard Committee has made changes in direction, format, 
and leadership, but always stayed relevant through the issues it 
pursues. 

In education now, I’m encouraged by the grant that has 20 
districts around the state trying to be innovative to find local 
solutions that can make a difference. It’s a huge step. Citizens, 
educators, and even students have to adapt to the times. In 
Kentucky we’ve slipped some in recent years, but I see the Prichard 
Committee still out front and focusing on how we can keep our 
workforce prepared.

 
Billy Harper of Paducah is the founder of Harper Industries, Inc., a 
multi-faceted commercial construction enterprise. He is graduate 
of the University of Kentucky and a member of the Kentucky 
Entrepreneur Hall of Fame. He was chair of the state Chamber 
of Commerce in 1990 when lawmakers passed the Kentucky 
Education Reform Act and has been a prominent champion for 
education ever since. He has been an active member of the 
Prichard Committee over the past 30 years.

DONOR STORIES

SCAN HERE TO DONATE 

Andrew Brennen is a first-
year law student at Columbia 
University. He is a co-founder 
of the Kentucky Student Voice 
Team from his high school days 
in Lexington. He now serves 
as the group’s board chair, and 
he also serves on the board of 
the Kentucky Higher Education 
Assistance Authority. Andrew 
has been a member of the 
Prichard Committee since 2013.
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2023 DONOR LIST
$50,000 or more 

Alliance for Early 
Success 
The Education Trust 
KnowledgeWorks 
Lift A Life Novak Family 
Foundation 
National Women’s Law 
Center 
Public Life Foundation 
of Owensboro Inc. 
Toyota USA Foundation 
U.S. Department of 
Education 
United Way of Greater 
Cincinnati 

$25,000 or more 
Metro United Way 
The Steele-Reese 
Foundation 
Toyota Motor 
Manufacturing,  
Kentucky 

$10,000 or more 
Appalachian Regional 
Healthcare 
Sandra Frazier 
The Gheens Foundation 
The Hager Foundation 
August Brown Holland 
& Gill Holland, Jr. 
Kentucky Department 
of Education 
National Association 
for Family, School, 
and Community 
Engagement 
St. Elizabeth Healthcare 
State Farm Foundation 

$5,000+ 
Central Bank & Trust 
Company 
Community Trust Bank 
Mountain 
Comprehensive Care 
Center 
RossTarrant Architects, 
Inc. 
Teach for America 
Appalachia 

$2,500+ 
Anonymous 
Appalachian Wireless 
AT&T Kentucky 
The RC Durr 
Foundation 
W. Clay H. Ford, EM 
Ford 
David A. Jones, Jr. & 
Mary Gwen Wheeler 
Kentucky Colonels

$1,000 or more 
Anonymous 
Brigitte Blom 
Garren & Susan Colvin 
Charitable Fund 
Garry & Susan 
Elkington 
Foundation for 
Appalachian Kentucky, 
Inc. 
The Fund for 
Covington, Inc. 
Donna S. Hall 
Billy & Mary Harper 
Mike Hesketh 
Larry Holladay 
Todd Holland 

Franklin & Jill Jelsma 
Joseph W. Kelly 
Kentucky Campus 
Compact 
Shawn Lyons 
Rich & Jennifer Maddux
Drs. Prabodh & 
Daksha Mehta Family 
Foundation 
Barbara Melton 
Victoria & Alphone 
Meyer 
Chris & Ouita Michel 
Leon Mooneyhan 
Morehead State 
University 
Norton Healthcare 
Sandy Nott 
Governor & Mrs. Paul 
Patton 
Dennis E. Pearce 
Planters Bank 
John & Hilma Prather 
Anthony Raimondo 
Julia L. Roberts 
Don & Mary Ruberg 
Russell Capital 
Management 
Marby Schlegel 
Jon & Rebecca Sights 
Susannah Woodcock & 
David Tachau 
Julie Tennyson 
The 305 Education 
Group 
Thoroughbred Firm 
William H. & Margie 
Wilson 
Wyatt, Tarrant 
& Combs, LLP

 

$500+ 
Anonymous 
David & Bonnie 
Adkisson 
Brett Bachmann 
Bethany Baxter & 
Willie Davis 
Jane & Phil Bellomy 
The Center for Rural 
Development 
Collaborative for 
Teaching and Learning 
Community 
Foundation of 
Louisville 
Doug & Suzetta 
Creech 
Cory Curl 
Foundation for a 
Healthy Kentucky 
Virginia Fox 
Donna A. Hall 
Allen Holbrook  
Kentucky Educational 
Television Foundation, 
Inc. 
Margaret Lanier 
Joseph U. Meyer 
John & Maggie Price 
Family Foundation at 
Blue Grass Community 
Foundation 
John & Jean 
Rosenberg 
James & Lynn Schrader 
Virginia’s Place 
James C. Votruba 
Beau & Susan Perkins 
Weston 
Harvie B. & Nellie D. 
Wilkinson 
Elaine A. Wilson 



$250+
Anonymous 
Justin Bathon 
Doug & Laura Beard 
Edith Bingham 
Brady & Melody 
Brooks 
Rebecca Burgett 
ChildCare Aware of 
Kentucky
Sam Corbett 
William M. Cox, Jr. 
Will & Christa Cronin 
Robert & Debi 
Danielson 
Jon Draud 
Sam & Mary Evans 
Robert & Sandra Fitz 
Gregg & Leslie 
Fowler 
Barbara Garvey 
Theresa Jensen 
KY Saves 529 Plan 
Kathy & George 
Long Charitable 
Fund 
Fannie Louise 
Maddux 
Laurel Raimondo 
Martin  
Charles McGrew 
Pam Miller 
Robert E. Milward 
Fund at Blue 
Grass Community 
Foundation 
Harry Moberly 
Tom & Amy Nickell 
Al Rider 
John & Gayle Rufli 
Keith Sanders 
Save the Children 
Action Network 
Andy Schwentker 
Delaney Stephens 
Diana Taylor 
Diana Willen 
Anisa Willis

Up to $250
Anonymous 
Cassandra Akers 
Kate Akers 
John Allen 
Emmanuel Anama-
Green 
Chad & Marisa Aull 
Misty Back 
Norma Back 
Clay & Laura Barkley 
Brady Barlow & 
Megan Winfield 
Rachel Belin 
Tom Bell 
Robert Biagi 

Diane Black 
Jay & Gayle Box 
Lewis & Rosemary 
Bradley 
Andrew Brennen 
Kenneth Brown 
Leo Calderon 
Audrey Carr 
Neill Myers Caudill 
Lou Ann Cavenee-
Ramos 
Skip Cleavinger 
Paul & Nancy Collins 
Alfonso “Al” 
Cornish 
Gary S. Cox 
Heather Crabbe 
Dee Crescitelli  
Sandra Curd  
Bennett Darling 
Richard & Rita Day
Karen Dodd 
Tom & Janice Donan  
Zachary Dorff 
Jean Dorton 
Susan Douglas 
Elaine Farris 
Steven Ford 
Jennifer Fraley 
Benjamin Gies 
Jason & Brooke Gill 
Jill Giordano 
Rod & Jamie Givens 
Joel Gray 
John David 
Hammons 
Jo Alyce Harper 
Tamara Harrigal-
Blevins 
Richard & Cindy 
Heine 
Ed & Gerri Henry 
Bonnie Higginson 
Judge David Holton 
Rick Hulefeld 
Chuck & Paula 
Hulick 
Al Issac 
Edward Jennings 
JoAnn T. Johnson 
Jeff Johnson 
Jim & Martha 
Johnson 
Tara Johnson-Noem 
Doug & Jackie 
Jones 
John Justice 
John & Judy Kasey
Lewis & Linda Kelly 
J. Daniel Kemp 
Thomas Lamm 
Learning Grove, Inc. 
Judy Lippman 
Darby Lyons 
Angie Major 
Nancy Martin & Fred 

Hendler 
Brenda Martin 
Elizabeth Mays 
Judith McCandless 
Haley McCoy 
Andrea McKeehan 
Grace McKenzie 
Robert Shannon & 
Kerry Morgan 
Stacie Moses 
Christian Motley 
Tad Myre 
Serena Owen 
Jay Parrent 
Gregory & Andrea 
Pike-Goff 
Donavan Pinner 
Michael & Laura 
Pittman 
Mollie Pope 
Lowell Press 
Sondra A. Price 
Cheri Radigan 
Derrick Ramsey 
Aprile Redden 
Maria Rigsby 
Sze Man Robershaw
Jean Sabharwal 
Becky Sagan 
Mike Sandifer 
Edna Schack 
Julie Schmidt 
Keric Seals 
Richard Seckel 
Rebecka Sexton 
Pamela Shepherd 
Jason Slone 
Felicia Cumings 
Smith 
Harold & Karen 
Smith 
C. Thomas & Cheryl 
Steiner 
Ruth Straus 
Swope Family 
Foundation 
Abigail H. Taylor 
Dr. Aaron Thompson 
Joe & Terry Tolan 
Carrie Wade 
Jennifer Washburn 
Emmanuel 
Washington; The 
Blackbaud Giving 
Fund 
Rachel Watts Webb 
Robert Wehling 
Gene Wilhoit 
Angela Wilkins 
Dennis & Lutricia 
Woods 
Bailey Yates 
Elizabeth Yates 
Jacob Yates 
Gwen Young 
Uta Ziegler

In Memory of: 
Terry Isaac – Al Isaac 
Kafoglis Family – Robert 
Shannon & Kerry Morgan  
Carol Lamm – Tim Lamm 
Phillip Lanier – Margaret 
Lanier 
Charles Maddux – Fannie 
Louise Maddux 
Nick Melton – Barbara 
Melton 
Dr. Bernard Minnis – Judy 
Lippman 
Beverly N. Raimondo – 
Donna A. Hall, Richard 
& Cindy Heine, Anthony 
Raimondo 
Bob & Pam Sexton – 
Richard & Cindy Heine, 
Shawn Lyons, Pam Miller, 
Rebecka Sexton, Lois 
Weinberg 
Kyle Wilkins – Dr. Angela 
Wilkins

In Honor of: 
Brigitte Blom – Tami 
Harrigal-Blevins, Fannie 
Louise Maddux, Diana 
Willen 
Suzetta Creech – Pam 
Shepherd 
Barbara Garvey – Joel Gray 
Helen Mountjoy – David 
Tachau & Susannah 
Woodcock 
Stu Silberman – Karen 
Dodd 
Sherrill Zimmerman – 
Barbara Garvey

Special Thank You 
to our Groundswell 
Summit and Annual 
Meeting Sponsors: 

 
Appalachian Regional 
Healthcare 
Appalachian Wireless 
The Center for Rural 
Development 
ChildCare Aware of 
Kentucky 

City of Covington 
Collaborative for Teaching 
and Learning 
Community Foundation of 
Louisville 
Community Trust Bank 
EM Ford 
Foundation for Appalachian 
Kentucky, Inc. 
Foundation for a Healthy 
Kentucky 
Kentucky Campus Compact 
Kentucky Department of 
Education 
Kentucky Educational 
Television Foundation, Inc. 
KY Saves 529 
Morehead State University 
Mountain Comprehensive 
Care Center 
Read Ready Covington, 
City of Covington 
RossTarrant Architects, Inc. 
Russell Capital 
Management  
Save the Children Action 
Network 
Teach for America 
Appalachia 
The 305 Education Group 
Thoroughbred Firm 
Wyatt, Tarrant & Combs, 
LLP

Supporters of the 
Beverly Nickell 
Raimondo Leader-
ship Award 

Phil & Jane Bellomy 
Will & Christa Cronin 
Robert & Sandra Fritz 
Donna A. Hall
Tom & Amy Nickell 
Laurel Martin Raimondo 
Tony Raimondo 
Andy Schwentker 
Maria Rigsby 
Dennis & Lutricia Woods



Owensboro Convention Center
June 10th-12th 2024

 IN EDUCATION
FUTURES FOUNDED 

2024                         Summit
A N D   A N N U A L  M E E T I N G

GroundSwell

For more information contact the Prichard Committee at (859) 233-9849 

PRICHARDCOMMITTEE.ORG/SUMMIT 

Join us for an exciting event 
that will ignite your passion for 
education! The 2024 Groundswell 
Summit & Annual Meeting is a must-
attend gathering of educators, 
parents, and community leaders who 
are committed to transforming education 
in Kentucky. Get ready for inspiring key-
note speakers, interactive workshops, and 
networking opportunities that will leave you 
energized and ready to make a real difference 
in Kentucky schools. Don’t miss out on this incredible 
opportunity to be part of the education revolution!


